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READ FOR A LIFETIME 
2021-2022 LIST 

 
A Few Red Drops: The Chicago    Claire Hartfield    198 Pages 
Race Riots of 1919 
On a hot day in July 1919, three black youths went swimming in Lake Michigan, unintentionally floating close to the "white" 
beach. An angry white man began throwing stones at the boys, striking and killing one. Racial conflict on the beach erupted 
into days of urban violence that shook the city of Chicago to its foundations.  
 
A Good Girl’s Guide to Murder   Holly Jackson    400 Pages 
Pretty and popular high school senior Andie Bell was murdered by her boyfriend, Sal Singh, who then killed himself. It was 
all anyone could talk about. And five years later, Pip sees how the tragedy still haunts her town.  But she can’t shake the 
feeling that there was more to what happened that day. Now Pip decides to reexamine the closed case for her final project, 
at first just to cast doubt on the original investigation. But soon she discovers a trail of dark secrets that might actually 
prove Sal innocent . . . and the line between past and present begins to blur. Someone in Fairview doesn’t want Pip digging 
around for answers, and now her own life might be in danger. 
 
All Boys Aren’t Blue    George M. Johnson   304 Pages 
In a series of personal essays, George M. Johnson explores his childhood, adolescence, and college years in New Jersey 
and Virginia. From the memories of getting his teeth kicked out by bullies at age five, to flea marketing with his loving 
grandmother, to his first sexual relationships, this young-adult memoir weaves together the trials and triumphs faced by 
Black queer boys. 
 
An Absolutely Remarkable Thing  Hank Green    352 Pages 
Roaming through New York City at three a.m., twenty-three-year-old April May stumbles across a giant sculpture. 
Delighted by its appearance and craftsmanship April and her best friend, Andy, make a video with it, which Andy uploads 
to YouTube. The next day, April wakes up to a viral video and a new life. News quickly spreads that there are Carls in 
dozens of cities around the world and April, as their first documentarian, finds herself at the center of an intense 
international media spotlight.  Seizing the opportunity to make her mark on the world, April now has to deal with the 
consequences her new particular brand of fame has on her relationships, her safety, and her own identity. And all eyes 
are on April to figure out not just what the Carls are, but what they want from us. 
 
Assignment, The    Liza Weimer    336 Pages 
When an assignment given by a favorite teacher instructs a group of students to argue for the Final Solution, a euphemism 
used to describe the Nazi plan for the genocide of the Jewish people, Logan March and Cade Crawford are horrified. Their 
teacher cannot seriously expect anyone to complete an assignment that fuels intolerance and discrimination. Logan and 
Cade decide they must take a stand.  As the school administration addressed the teens' refusal to participate in the 
appalling debate, the student body, their parents, and the larger community are forced to face the issue as well. The 
situation explodes, and acrimony and anger result. What does it take for tolerance, justice, and love to prevail?  
 
Black Kids, The     Christina Hammonds Reed  368 Pages 
This novel explores issues of race, class, and violence through the eyes of a wealthy black teenager whose family gets 
caught in the vortex of the 1992 Rodney King Riots. Ashley Bennett and her friends are living the charmed life. It’s the end 
of senior year. Everything changes one afternoon in April, when four LAPD officers are acquitted after beating a black man 
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named Rodney King half to death. Suddenly, Ashley’s not just one of the girls. She’s one of the black kids.  As violent 
protests engulf LA and the city burns, Ashley tries to continue on as if life were normal. 
 
Cemetery Boys      Aiden Thomas    352 Pages 
When his traditional Latinx family has problems accepting his true gender, Yadriel becomes determined to prove himself 
a real brujo. With the help of his cousin and best friend Maritza, he performs the ritual himself, and then sets out to find 
the ghost of his murdered cousin and set it free. However, the ghost he summons is actually Julian Diaz, the school's 
resident bad boy, and Julian is not about to go quietly into death. He's determined to find out what happened and tie off 
some loose ends before he leaves. Left with no choice, Yadriel agrees to help Julian, so that they can both get what they 
want. But the longer Yadriel spends with Julian, the less he wants to let him leave. 
 
Clap When You Land    Elizabeth Acevedo   432 Pages 
Camino Rios lives for the summers when her father visits her in the Dominican Republic. But this time, on the day when 
his plane is supposed to land, Camino arrives at the airport to see crowds of crying people…   In New York City, Yahaira 
Rios is called to the principal’s office, where her mother is waiting to tell her that her father, her hero, has died in a plane 
crash.  Separated by distance—and Papi’s secrets—the two girls are forced to face a new reality in which their father is 
dead and their lives are forever altered.  And then, when it seems like they’ve lost everything of their father, they learn of 
each other.  
 
Clown in a Cornfield    Adam Cesare    352 Pages 
Quinn and her father moved to tiny, boring Kettle Springs to find a fresh start. But ever since the Baypen Corn Syrup 
Factory shut down, Kettle Springs has cracked in half. On one side are the adults, who are desperate to make Kettle Springs 
great again, and on the other are the kids, who want to have fun, make prank videos, and get out of Kettle Springs as quick 
as they can.  Kettle Springs is caught in a battle between old and new, tradition and progress. It’s a fight that looks like it 
will destroy the town. Until Frendo, the Baypen mascot, a creepy clown in a pork-pie hat, goes homicidal and decides that 
the only way for Kettle Springs to grow back is to cull the rotten crop of kids who live there now. 
 
Concrete Rose     Angie Thomas    360 Pages 
If there’s one thing seventeen-year-old Maverick Carter knows, it’s that a real man takes care of his family. As the son of 
a former gang legend, Mav does that the only way he knows how: dealing for the King Lords. With this money he can help 
his mom, who works two jobs while his dad’s in prison. 
Life’s not perfect, but with a fly girlfriend and a cousin who always has his back, Mav’s got everything under control.  Until, 
that is, Maverick finds out he’s a father. Suddenly he has a baby, Seven, who depends on him for everything. But it’s not 
so easy to sling dope, finish school, and raise a child. So when he’s offered the chance to go straight, he takes it. In a world 
where he’s expected to amount to nothing, maybe Mav can prove he’s different.  When King Lord blood runs through 
your veins, though, you can't just walk away.  
 
Dear Justyce      Nic Stone    288 Pages 
Vernell LaQuan Banks and Justyce McAllister grew up a block apart in the Southwest Atlanta neighborhood of Wynwood 
Heights. Years later, though, Justyce walks the illustrious halls of Yale University . . . and Quan sits behind bars at the Fulton 
Regional Youth Detention Center.  Through a series of flashbacks, vignettes, and letters to Justyce–the protagonist of Dear 
Martin–Quan’s story takes form. Troubles at home and misunderstandings at school give rise to police encounters and 
tough decisions. But then there’s a dead cop and a weapon with Quan’s prints on it. What leads a bright kid down a road 
to a murder charge? 
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Displacement     Kiku Hughes    288 Pages 
Japanese American Kiku Hughes, 16, feels disconnected from her Japanese heritage, and she knows little about her 
family’s history, which includes internment in Utah’s Topaz Relocation Center. On a trip to San Francisco with her mother, 
an ephemeral fog transports Kiku from the site of her maternal grandmother’s childhood home to the past. Later, pulled 
from her Seattle home during the Trump Muslim ban, Kiku spends more than a year interned as a Japanese prisoner 
alongside her then-living maternal grandmother. She struggles over whether to introduce herself and manages to cope 
with the help of fellow prisoners Aiko Mifune and love-interest May Ide.  
 
Downstairs Girl , The   Stacey Lee    400 Pages 
By day, seventeen-year-old Jo Kuan works as a lady’s maid for the cruel daughter of one of the wealthiest men in Atlanta. 
But by night, Jo moonlights as the pseudonymous author of a newspaper advice column for the genteel Southern lady, 
“Dear Miss Sweetie.” When her column becomes wildly popular, she uses the power of the pen to address some of 
society’s ills, but she’s not prepared for the backlash that follows when her column challenges fixed ideas about race and 
gender. While her opponents clamor to uncover the secret identity of Miss Sweetie, a mysterious letter sets Jo off on a 
search for her own past and the parents who abandoned her as a baby. But when her efforts put her in the crosshairs of 
Atlanta’s most notorious criminal, Jo must decide whether she is ready to step into the light.  
 
Dragon Hoops     Gene Luen Yang   446 Pages 
Gene understands stories—comic book stories, in particular. Big action. Bigger thrills. And the hero always wins.  But Gene 
doesn’t get sports. As a kid, his friends called him “Stick” and every basketball game he played ended in pain. He lost 
interest in basketball long ago, but at the high school where he now teaches, it's all anyone can talk about. The men’s 
varsity team, the Dragons, is having a phenomenal season that’s been decades in the making. Each victory brings them 
closer to their ultimate goal: the California State Championships.  Once Gene gets to know these young all-stars, he realizes 
that their story is just as thrilling as anything he’s seen on a comic book page. He knows he has to follow this epic to its 
end. What he doesn’t know yet is that this season is not only going to change the Dragons’s lives, but his own life as well. 
 
Every Body Looking    Candice Iloh    416 Pages 
Every Body Looking is a heavily autobiographical novel of a young woman's struggle to carve a place for herself--for her 
black female body--in a world of deeply conflicting messages.  Told entirely in verse, Ada's story encompasses her earliest 
memories as a child, including her abuse at the hands of a young cousin, her mother's rejection and descent into addiction, 
and her father's attempts to create a home for his American daughter more like the one he knew in Nigeria. 
 
Female of the Species, The   Mindy McGinnis   341 Pages 
Three years ago, when her older sister, Anna, was murdered and the killer walked free, Alex uncaged the language she 
knows best—the language of violence. While her own crime goes unpunished, Alex knows she can’t be trusted among 
other people. Not with Jack, the star athlete who wants to really know her but still feels guilty over the role he played the 
night Anna’s body was discovered. And not with Peekay, the preacher’s kid with a defiant streak who befriends Alex while 
they volunteer at an animal shelter. Not anyone.  As their senior year unfolds, Alex’s darker nature breaks out, setting 
these three teens on a collision course that will change their lives forever. 
 
Foundation     Isaac Asimov    244 Pages 
For twelve thousand years the Galactic Empire has ruled supreme. Now it is dying. But only Hari Seldon, creator of the 
revolutionary science of psychohistory, can see into the future -- to a dark age of ignorance, barbarism, and warfare that 
will last thirty thousand years. To preserve knowledge and save mankind, Seldon gathers the best minds in the Empire -- 
both scientists and scholars -- and brings them to a bleak planet at the edge of the Galaxy to serve as a beacon of hope 
for a future generations. He calls his sanctuary the Foundation.  But soon the fledgling Foundation finds itself at the mercy 



 
 

4 
 

of corrupt warlords rising in the wake of the receding Empire. Mankind's last best hope is faced with an agonizing choice: 
submit to the barbarians and be overrun -- or fight them and be destroyed. 
 
Game Changer     Neal Shusterman   400 Pages 
All it takes is one hit on the football field, and suddenly Ash’s life doesn’t look quite the way he remembers it.  Impossible 
though it seems, he’s been hit into another dimension—and keeps on bouncing through worlds that are almost-but-not-
really his own.  The changes start small, but they quickly spiral out of control as Ash slides into universes where he has 
everything he’s ever wanted, universes where society is stuck in the past…universes where he finds himself looking at life 
through entirely different eyes. And if he isn’t careful, the world he’s learning to see more clearly could blink out of 
existence. 
 
Grown      Tiffany Jackson    384 Pages 
When Enchanted Jones wakes with blood on her hands and zero memory of the previous night, no one—the police and 
Korey’s fans included—has more questions than she does. All she really knows is that this isn't how things are supposed 
to be. Korey was Enchanted’s ticket to stardom.  Before there was a dead body, Enchanted was an aspiring singer, 
struggling with her tight knit family’s recent move to the suburbs while trying to find her place as the lone Black girl in high 
school. But then legendary R&B artist Korey Fields spots her at an audition. And suddenly her dream of being a professional 
singer takes flight.  Behind Korey’s charm and star power hides a dark side, one that wants to control her every move, 
with rage and consequences. Except now he’s dead and the police are at the door. Who killed Korey Fields? 
 
House in the Cerulean Sea, The  TJ Klune    394 Pages  Linus Baker 
leads a quiet, solitary life. At forty, he lives in a tiny house with a devious cat and his old records. As a Case Worker at the 
Department in Charge Of Magical Youth, he spends his days overseeing the well-being of children in government-
sanctioned orphanages.  When Linus is unexpectedly summoned by Extremely Upper Management he's given a curious 
and highly classified assignment: travel to Marsyas Island Orphanage, where six dangerous children reside: a gnome, a 
sprite, a wyvern, an unidentifiable green blob, a were-Pomeranian, and the Antichrist. Linus must set aside his fears and 
determine whether or not they’re likely to bring about the end of days.  But the children aren’t the only secret the island 
keeps. Their caretaker is the charming and enigmatic Arthur Parnassus, who will do anything to keep his wards safe. As 
Arthur and Linus grow closer, long-held secrets are exposed, and Linus must make a choice: destroy a home or watch the 
world burn.   
 
Inheritance Games    Jennifer Lynne Barnes   384 Pages 
Avery Grambs has a plan for a better future: survive high school, win a scholarship, and get out. But her fortunes change 
in an instant when billionaire Tobias Hawthorne dies and leaves Avery virtually his entire fortune. The catch? Avery has 
no idea why--or even who Tobias Hawthorne is. To receive her inheritance, Avery must move into sprawling, secret 
passage-filled Hawthorne House, where every room bears the old man's touch--and his love of puzzles, riddles, and codes.  
Unfortunately for Avery, Hawthorne House is also occupied by the family that Tobias Hawthorne just dispossessed. This 
includes the four Hawthorne grandsons: dangerous, magnetic, brilliant boys who grew up with every expectation that one 
day, they would inherit billions. Caught in a world of wealth and privilege, with danger around every turn, Avery will have 
to play the game herself just to survive. 
 
Kent State: Four Dead in Ohio   Derf Backderf    288 Pages 
On May 4, 1970, the Ohio National Guard gunned down unarmed college students protesting the Vietnam War at Kent 
State University. In a deadly barrage of 67 shots, 4 students were killed and 9 shot and wounded. It was the day America 
turned guns on its own children—a shocking event burned into our national memory.  
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Legendborn     Tracy Deonn    501 Pages 
After her mother dies in an accident, sixteen-year-old Bree Matthews wants nothing to do with her family memories or 
childhood home. A residential program for bright high schoolers at UNC–Chapel Hill seems like the perfect escape—until 
Bree witnesses a magical attack her very first night on campus. 
A flying demon feeding on human energies.  A secret society of so called “Legendborn” students that hunt the creatures 
down.  And a mysterious teenage mage who calls himself a “Merlin” attempts—and fails—to wipe Bree’s memory of 
everything she saw. The mage’s failure unlocks Bree’s own unique magic and a buried memory with a hidden connection: 
the night her mother died, another Merlin was at the hospital. Now that Bree knows there’s more to her mother’s death 
than what’s on the police report, she’ll do whatever it takes to find out the truth, even if that means infiltrating the 
Legendborn as one of their initiates.  
 
Moxie      Jennifer Mathieu   330 Pages 
Vivian Carter is fed up. Fed up with her small-town Texas high school that thinks the football team can do no wrong. Fed 
up with sexist dress codes and hallway harassment. But most of all, Viv Carter is fed up with always following the rules.  
Viv’s mom was a punk rock Riot Grrrl in the ’90s, so now Viv takes a page from her mother’s past and creates a feminist 
zine that she distributes anonymously to her classmates. She’s just blowing off steam, but other girls respond. Pretty soon 
Viv is forging friendships with other young women across the divides of cliques and popularity rankings, and she realizes 
that what she has started is nothing short of a girl revolution. 
 
Red, White and Royal Blue   Casey McQuiston   421 Pages 
First Son Alex Claremont-Diaz is the closest thing to a prince this side of the Atlantic. With his intrepid sister and the Veep’s 
genius granddaughter, they’re the White House Trio, a beautiful millennial marketing strategy for his mother, President 
Ellen Claremont. International socialite duties do have downsides—namely, when photos of a confrontation with his 
longtime nemesis Prince Henry at a royal wedding leak to the tabloids and threaten American/British relations. The plan 
for damage control: staging a fake friendship between the First Son and the Prince.  As President Claremont kicks off her 
reelection bid, Alex finds himself hurtling into a secret relationship with Henry that could derail the campaign and upend 
two nations.  
 


